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We in Congress must continue to make

sure that law enforcement personnel have the
training and equipment they need to ensure
their safety but we must also make sure that
they have the tools necessary to be effective
in fighting and preventing crime. To do this I
have introduced legislation that will improve in-
formation sharing between local, state and
federal officials—this will ensure that they will
have the facts they need to fulfill the duty they
have selflessly accepted.

Mr. Speaker, I hope you will join me in hon-
oring these brave men and women.
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NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

HON. RONNIE SHOWS
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2002
Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
National Police Week.

On September 11th, and the days that fol-
lowed, the images of our police officers and
firefighters rushing towards the toppling World
Trade Center towers, as others fled for their
lives, remained a constant image on our tele-
vision screens. As hundreds of these valiant
men and women perished on that terrible day,
I was reminded of the thousands of police offi-
cers in Mississippi and across our nation, who
each day put their lives in danger in the inter-
est of our nation’s welfare.

It is important that we take opportunities to
commend our officers and their equally brave
families for their commitment to public safety.
I was proud that President Bush visited the
United States Capitol yesterday to attend the
21st annual National Peace Officers’ Memorial
Service to honor and remember the 230 law
enforcement officers who lost their lives in the
line of duty last year.

This week I have thought a lot about Officer
Ron Jones, of the Prentiss Police Department
in Jeff Davis County, which is also my home
county. Officer Jones lost his life the day after
Christmas last year, while participating in a
drug raid to halt the flow of narcotics into a
city of only 1500 people. Ron Jones was a
four year veteran K–9 officer who loved his
job. He had a great role model. His father is
the Police Chief of the same Police Depart-
ment. And this family, who has devoted their
life to fighting crime, and improving the very
community they’ve grown up in, has now lost
one of their own. This is a tragedy in itself. But
the heartbreaking truth is that this happens in
communities across our great nation every
week of the year.

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully request that my
colleagues join me in paying tribute to the le-
gions of heroes-our police officers—who serve
our country with faith, diligence and honor. We
should mourn the thousands of lives unjustly
lost, and honor those officers who continue to
serve.
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Thursday, May 16, 2002
Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, Jerry Relmann is

retiring after 36 years of service to the Berrien

County Intermediate School District in South-
west Michigan. His commitment to kids and
their education will not be forgotten. Jerry has
been an invaluable colleague in helping craft
education policy and ensuring that our kids re-
ceive a quality education.

Jerry began his career in 1966 as a school
psychologist for the Berrien County Inter-
mediate School District. Dedicated, principled,
and hard-working, Jerry’s love for education
led him to embrace a career within Michigan’s
public school system. Jerry has held a number
of posts within the Berrien County ISD, includ-
ing Director of Special Education and his cur-
rent position as Superintendent. Under his ad-
ministration, students of Berrien County have
thrived. We owe him a tremendous debt of
gratitude.

I would like to personally extend my regards
to Jerry for his counsel on the reauthorization
of the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act as well as his commitment to special edu-
cation funding for Michigan’s children. Jerry
was able to bring to the table a local perspec-
tive during this debate over federal education
initiatives. I will truly miss working with this
great individual.

Good luck and God Bless.
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Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to a man who affected the
lives of many people in Kansas and across
the country. This month we honor the life of
Mr. Richard ‘‘Dick’’ Dillon of Hutchinson, Kan-
sas. Dick fulfilled many important roles in his
life—each of them with integrity, passion and
enthusiasm.

Dick proudly served his country in the
United States Air Force for two stints, culmi-
nating in active duty service during the Korean
War.

Dick’s dedication to his hometown was un-
surpassed. Throughout his life, he took a lead
role in making certain his community of Hutch-
inson was progressive in pursuits of edu-
cation, culture and other quality of life issues.
His leadership and service on the board of di-
rectors for the community foundation, school
district, hospital and church were always
marked with trademark humor and a keen em-
phasis on questioning and listening.

Dick was, by every account, a successful
businessman. Along with his brother, Ray
‘‘Ace’’ Dillon, Jr., and his cousin, Paul, Dick
worked to develop Dillons Stores—his father’s
grocery business—into a nationwide retailer. It
later became part of the Kroger Company
family. Those whom he interacted with for
over 40 years wholeheartedly agree on the im-
pact of his vision and dedication to the busi-
ness. His colleagues summed up their good-
bye this way: ‘‘Dick was short on ceremony
and long on giving credit to others. He helped
us all walk a little taller.’’ I can think of no finer
compliment.

Most important to Dick was his family. Over
the course of 50 years, he and his wife, Caro-
lyn, raised three sons, Brad, Reed and Steve,

and devoted endless love and attention to
their six grandchildren.

Dick fulfilled many important roles in his life,
and in each of those roles made his commu-
nity, state and nation a better place. I join his
many friends and admirers in extending my
deepest sympathies to Carolyn and her family
during their time of loss.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
honor I take this opportunity to recognize Wil-
liam T. Ward, III as an exceptional individual
whose contributions to the University of South-
ern Colorado have helped shape a positive fu-
ture for the University and its students. On
June 28th, William, known as Bill, will retire,
leaving behind a legacy of accomplishments. It
is with great pleasure that I applaud an indi-
vidual who has selflessly committed his time
and energy to the betterment of his commu-
nity.

Bill and his family have lived in Pueblo since
1946 and their hard work helped build and up-
hold the principles and values of the Pueblo
community. Because of Bill’s devotion and
dedication, it is fitting that he was elected as
the President of the CSU Alumni in 1973. In
1986 he pursued a real estate career, and he
ends his duties with dignity and integrity by re-
tiring from his current position as the Director
of Development and Alumni Relations at the
University of Southern Colorado.

Mr. Speaker, today we honor an individual
who closes a chapter on a very fruitful and
successful career. I commend the hard work
and dedication Bill has provided to the asso-
ciation, and I am confident his experience and
wisdom will benefit all of his future endeavors.
Bill has been a model community member,
and that is why I bring forth his accomplish-
ments before this body of Congress and the
nation. Bill’s hard work is greatly appreciated
and we salute his diligence to his community.
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Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor the St. John’s University
mens’ golf team. As I speak, they are com-
peting in the NCAA Division Three National
Championship for the 3rd consecutive year.

As a St. John’s alum, I take special pride in
paying tribute to Coach Bob Alpers and the
players on this year’s team: Sammy Schmitz,
Farmington; Nathan Proshek, New Prague;
Paul Ponath, St. Cloud; Josh Sherlin, Glen-
wood; Ben Goodman, Stillwater.

This year’s team is currently ranked 13th
nationally and won their third-consecutive
MIAC title.

The best part about the team is that none
of the guys are seniors and will, I hope be
back again next year.
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Again, my congratulations to the Johnnies’

mens’ golf team. May their drives be long and
straight and their putts roll true.
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Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, I recognize the
outstanding work done by participants in my
Student Congressional Town Meeting held this
spring at the University of Vermont. These
participants were part of a group of high
school students from around Vermont who
testified about the concerns they have as
teenagers, and about what they would like to
see government do regarding these concerns.

REGARDING SCHOOL CHOICE

(By Kristy Lamb, Peter Hicks, Halie
Paradee, and Nick Smith)

Kristy Lamb: School choice is an issue
that our Vermont legislature is currently
voting on. What we are here to discuss is how
choice within school is as important as
choice between schools, and its importance
on all levels.

A school is made up of both faculty and
students. As a part of that school, students
should be allowed to help in the process of
making decisions that affect us. Choices are
made every day about scheduling, open cam-
pus, and many other things, but hardly ever
are the students asked what they want and
how they feel. It seems as if no one thinks
our opinions are valid. But it is our edu-
cation, it is our learning environment, so we
should have a choice.

Peter Hicks: With this, we would like to
have the statewide student body count as
one vote in Vermont in the House of Rep-
resentative.

Halie Paradee: And we would also like the
student body to count as one vote in the
local decision-making. And students should
receive credits for hours on incentives for
any involvement in the specific process, like
being here today, we should be recognized for
it by our school.

Nick Smith: I’m discussing another section
of education reform. High school students
across the state and nation have a serious
lack of interest in interest and stamina in
high school that has encouraged a serious
look at education reform.

The average day of a high school student
about is about seven hours long. This can be
broken down into three parts: Six hours and
45 minutes of sitting, sometimes sleeping; 13
minutes of moving; and 2 minutes of actual
decision-making. We are all familiar with
the reading of boring books, reading the
seemingly useless notes, hand cramps, head-
aches, and overall lack of stamina con-
tribute to the long school day.

No matter how many hours of sleep the
night before, a day like this is still tiring.
What is the use of education if the student is
not awake? One may go to school with a de-
termined attitude to learn, but soon the con-
stant work causes them to give in and see
school as a tedious chore.

Opponents to the idea of recess will argue
that free time will encourage tardiness, ille-
gal behaviors, or longer days. But this isn’t
necessarily so. The proposed recess would
consist of a small break, maybe 15 minutes
in length, in which students could be some-
what free and active for one time in their
day. This activity would result in the revi-

talization of energy, creating a higher inter-
est in the boring books and a higher stamina
to take the seemingly useless notes. These
measures will reduce the headaches and in-
crease the effectiveness of education.

Students are often told the high school is
preparing us for today’s society. The Presi-
dent of UVM informed us this morning that
choices are an important part of today’s so-
ciety. But how with can he prepare for re-
ality if we’re not given the chance to make
choices for ourselves. How can the leaders of
the group define themselves? How can we
solve the rising problem of lower test scores
and higher dropout rates? We can do it with
a small reform reaping large benefits. We
can do it with a 15-minute recess.

REGARDING GENETICALLY MODIFIED FOODS

(By Travis Buck)
TRAVIS BUCK: I am going to talk about

genetically modified foods, and also their or-
ganisms.

Let’s start out with a definition of what
genetically modified organisms are, to make
sure everyone knows what I’m talking about.
They’re plants that have been modified by
inserting genes of another organism that’s
been engineered to change that original
plant in some way.

GMOs are quite dangerous to the environ-
ment and peoples’ health, and also to the
rural economy of Vermont and other states.
GMO studies have shown that they damage
good insects that help plants grow, and cre-
ate produce, and they also pollute the
ground and transport genetic pollution to
other plants around the area. And they cre-
ate superweeds, and superweeds can’t be
killed by conventional chemicals, so you
have this breed of plants that are taking
over the crops.

And in human health, there are many
risks, such as allergic reactions that are in-
creased, and resistance to antibiotics. And
antibiotics are—it’s been a lot of genetically
engineered plants and chemicals used in
antibiotics, and people aren’t as resistant to
them. And there has also been some studies
that proved that growth and internal organs
of humans have been damaged due to the in-
take of genetically engineered products.

With GMO seeds, which are the main con-
cern, it increases the cost of farming the
seeds will be more expensive. And the seeds
are going to make more food, but in the end,
that will decrease the price of the produce,
so the farmer can’t make as much money,
putting him or her in a hardship.

Other countries, many other countries,
like Europe and Asia, look to the United
States for the effects of genetically modified
foods, and we have been sort of an experi-
mental subject, without our consent, which
is illegal and hasn’t really been looked as an
issue.

Many markets for the U.S. farmers have
decreased significantly from the use of GMO
products. The markets in Europe and Asia
reject these products, seeing what has hap-
pened in the United States, and from their
studies, they found they have harmful ef-
fects.

And another issue is, many people have
said, or many companies say we need to, or
the GMOs will help stop world hunger all
over, and that is actually incorrect. Right at
this point, we are producing more food per
person than ever before, and all we need to
do is make the food more accessible to the
people that need the food, rather than trying
to create more food, and wrongly use—create
more food with genetically engineered prod-
ucts. It is not going to help anyone; it is just
going to hurt the environment.

And a metaphor similar to this is that the
Pandora’s box has been opened, and now all
these genetically engineered products and

foods and organisms have leaped out, and out
there to do bad, in most cases. And it is very
hard to put it back into the box. And if we
would have waited many years and done
studies to learn more about what the effects
could be, it would be better, and we could
bring the genetically modified foods out into
the community with more knowledge, and it
would help the community more than bring-
ing them out so early, at this point.
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize a man who has dedicated over 32
years to the United Automobile Workers,
George Andros. As the director of UAW Re-
gion 1–D, his dedication and leadership have
brought many families and communities to-
gether in an effort to educate and promote po-
litical action and community service. As mem-
bers of UAW Region 1–D gathered together
on May 18, 2002, they honored and shared
memories of their friend and leader, George
Andros.

George received one of the highest honors
on June 14, 1995 when his peers elected him
as the director of UAW Region 1–D at the
Union’s 31st Constitutional Convention. This
was truly a sign of respect, as his friends ac-
knowledged his hard work on behalf of the
labor movement in the past and chose him to
lead them in change in the future. He has
served as director of UAW Region 1–D for
over six years, and for that, he has my per-
sonal thanks and that of friends of labor
throughout our state.

Back in 1969, George Andros began his life
of dedication to bettering labor practices when
he joined Local UAW 467 at the Delphi Chas-
sis System as a journeyman toolmaker. His
appointment as an International Representa-
tive in 1986 was a testament to the many
hours he had put in as the chair of the shop
committee, as the local’s representative for
master mechanic skilled trades and as the
vice-chair of the Region 1–D Saginaw Area
Skilled Trades Council. During this time he
also served as a committee member for the
Zone Committee, the Fair Employment Prac-
tices Committee and the Region 1–D Resolu-
tions Committee.

George’s leadership did not stop with the
UAW. He has sat on the Board of Directors of
U.S. Graphite Corp and the Board of Directors
of Michigan United Way, and is currently a
member of the Board of Directors of Blue
Care Network of Michigan. He has been a role
model for his community, and will continue to
be one after his retirement, as a lifetime mem-
ber of the NAACP, the Democratic party, and
The National Council of Senior Citizens.
George’s achievements in political activism
and community service will be remembered by
the citizens of Michigan for years to come.

I applaud George Andros for his leadership
and commitment, and thank him for dedicating
his life to serving UAW Local 467 and UAW
Region 1–D. I urge my colleagues to join me
in saluting him for his exemplary years of
service.
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